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City of Reading City Council 

Regular Business Meeting 

Monday, March 28, 2011 

 

Vaughn D. Spencer, President of Council, called the meeting to order. 

 

The invocation was given by a representative of Reverend Efrain Ortiz from the St. Paul’s 

Church of God. 

 

All present pledged to the flag. 

 

ATTENDANCE 
Council President Spencer 

Councilor Acosta, District 1 

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, District 2 

Councilor Sterner, District 3 

Councilor Marmarou, District 4 

Councilor Reed, District 5 

Councilor Waltman, District 6 

Mayor T. McMahon 

Managing Director C. Geffken 

City Auditor D. Cituk 

City Clerk L. Kelleher 

City Solicitor C. Younger 

Sergeant at Arms Captain R. Schafer 

 

PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS  
City Council issued the following commendations: 

 Council Commendation recognizing Greek Independence Day 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Council President Spencer announced that two (2) citizens were registered to address Council 

on non-agenda topics.  He inquired if any member of Council objected to suspending the rule 

requiring non-agenda comment at the end of the meeting.  As no one objected the rule 

requiring non-agenda comment at the end of the meeting was suspended. Council President 

Spencer reminded those registered to speak of the remaining public speaking rules.   

 

 

Steve Fuhs, of Rose Virginia Road, reminded the City and the candidates running for City 
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offices in the up and coming primary election about the integrity in government local 

legislation regarding campaign signs. He noted the need for all running for City offices to 

follow the rules regarding campaign contributions contained in the legislation.  He requested 

that the City Clerk mail a copy of that legislation to all registered to run for City offices in the  

upcoming primary election     

 

Otis Smith, of South 18th Street, stated that while he supports the Olivet’s program and their 

recreational model, he’s concerned with the impact the proposed Rec Center will have on 

Pendora Park.  He expressed the belief that the issue was moved forward without proper 

public disclosure and public input.  He described the nature of the park and its use by 

residents and non-City residents.  He suggested that the City and Olivets consider an 

alternate location and expressed concerned that the proposed project may limit open use of 

the park area.  He suggested that the City consider instead a partnership with the Olivet’s for 

additional recreation programs in the current Pendora park field house. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA & MINUTES 
Council President Spencer called Council's attention to the agenda for this meeting, including 

the legislation listed under the Consent Agenda heading and the minutes from the March 14th 

Regular Meeting of Council. 

 

Mr. Sterner expressed the need for a correction in the minutes.  He stated that in the vote for 3 

- 2011 he was listed as voting; however he was not there.  He stated that the vote count in the 

paragraph is correct.   

 

Council President Spencer noted the need to add the Pendora resolution to the resolution 

portion of the agenda.   

 

Councilor Sterner moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, to approve the 

minutes from the March 14th Regular meeting of Council as corrected, and the agenda, as 

amended with legislation listed under the Consent Agenda heading. The motion is 

approved unanimously.  

 

Consent Agenda Legislation 

Resolution 49–2011 - exonerating the 2009 property taxes for 601 Centre Avenue, owned 

by Iglesia de Dias Penecostal (Council Staff) 

 

Award of Contract - for Furnishing Bituminous Materials and Asphalt Cements for Pick-

up to South Reading Blacktop, Division of Reading Materials, 148 Angstadt Lane, Birdsboro, 

PA 19508 who is the low bidder at the unit prices submitted for an estimated total bid price of 

$54,220.00, for the Department of Public Works and the Reading Area Water Authority 
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(Purchasing) 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
Managing Director Geffken read the report distributed to Council at the meeting covering the 

following: 

 Receipt of an Arbitration Award for the collective bargaining contract with IAFF 1803 

which is in conformance with the Act 47  

 Announcement of the bond refinancing this spring at an investment grade rating 

rating due to the implementation of Act 47 Recovery plan 

 Announcing the finalization of negotiations with Exide for the remediation of 

Bernhart’s Park.  He thanked the City Clerk for taking the lead in these negotiations. 

 

Mayor McMahon read letters from 16th and Haak Elementary students regarding Pendora 

Park.  

 

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she is pleased with the results of the IAFF 

arbitration and the ability of all parties to work together.   

 

AUDITOR’S REPORT 
City Auditor Cituk read the report distributed to Council at the meeting covering the 

following: 

 2011 Admissions Tax Collection 

 2011 Real Estate Transfer Tax Collection 

 Preparation  of Submission of AG385 Pension Report to the State for Police, Fire, and 

Non-Uniformed Pension Funds 

 

Councilor Waltman inquired if the projection used in the five (5) year break out of Real Estate 

Transfer Tax collections shown in the Auditor’s Report.  He noted that many variables may 

not be considered.  

 

ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE 

Bill 15-2011 - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 1 Administration 

& Government, Part 11 Initiative and Referendum Section 1-1105 Form and Content in 

accordance with the Order from the Charter Board dated February 2011 (Council Staff/Law) 

Introduced at the March 14 regular meeting 
 

Councilor Acosta moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, to enact Bill No. 

15-2011. 
 

Council President Spencer stated that this amendment was suggested by the Charter Board 

after they wrote a ruling on a Charter complaint issued on this legislation.  He stated that all 
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other components of the legislation remain in full effect; however the requirement to list the 

Ward and Precinct on petitions is removed. 

 

City Clerk Kelleher stated that approximately six (6) to eight (8) petitions for referendum and 

initiatives were presented to the City Clerk’s office between 1996 and the time the legislation 

was approved.  She stated that the process was very difficult due to lack of procedure in the 

Charter.  She explained that after a lengthy research project with the Solicitor’s office this 

legislation was drafted and enacted by Council after it was reviewed by the Charter Board.  

She explained that the ordinance does not change the Charter but merely provides process 

around the basics stated in the Charter.   
 

Bill No. 15-2011 was enacted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Spencer, 

President – 7 
 

 Nays:  None – 0 

 

Bill No. 16-2011 - authorizing the Mayor to execute an access agreement, which includes a 

memorandum of understanding, between the City of Reading and Exide Technologies, 

thereby giving Exide Technologies permission to enter onto property known as Bernhart Park 

located along Spring Valley Road in Muhlenberg Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania,  

(“the site”), and described more fully below, to perform work to remediate the Park as 

negotiated by the City of Reading and Exide Technologies as a result of the United States 

Department of Environmental Protection Agency’s  (USEPA)administrative order of consent 

(USEPA docket number rcra-iii-3-2000-002th) as well as to execute the memorandum of 

understanding which addresses the scope of work items negotiated with the City of Reading 

regarding the site that were not mandated by the USEPA nor included as part of the revised 

work plan, as described more fully below (Council Staff/Law) Introduced at the March 14 

regular meeting 

 

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to enact Bill No. 16-

2011. 

 

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked the City work group and the City Clerk for pulling 

all parties together and finalizing this matter.  She noted that it was a long hard road to a 

successful end result that will return the park to full use. 

 

Councilor Waltman discussed the 10+ year process to yield this successful result.  He thanked 

Senator Specter, Senator Casey and Representative Santoni for their help in driving this issue 

home. He stated that the damage and contamination at the park is decades old and 

congratulated Exide for being a good partner.   
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Councilor Sterner thanked the City’s work group for negotiating a successful resolution. 

 

Mayor McMahon questioned if the park would be open to unrestricted use.  City Clerk 

Kelleher stated that the park would be open for unrestricted use.  She explained that the path 

in the high slope area will be remediated by Exide and Exide will install a natural barrier to 

deter visitors from leaving the path into contaminated areas.   

 

Council President Spencer also thanked Muhlenberg Township and the County 

Commissioners for their support in bringing this to a successful resolution.   

 

Bill No. 16-2011 was enacted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Spencer, 

President – 7 
 

 Nays:  None – 0 

  

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES 
Council President Spencer read the following ordinance into the record: 
 

Ordinance - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 1 Administration 

and Government, §1-186. Fiscal Provisions, Parts 2 and 3 by replacing the terms Finance 

Director and Finance Department with Director of Administrative Services and Department 

of Administrative Services and amending language regarding Fund Transfers and Inter-fund 

Borrowing (Council Staff & PFM) 

 

RESOLUTIONS   

Resolution 50–2011 - appointing Gary Wegman to the Citizens Advisory Board (Admin 

Oversight) 

Councilor Marmarou moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to adopt Resolution No. 50-

2011. 

 

Resolution No. 50-2011 was adopted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Spencer, 

President – 7 
 

 Nays:  None – 0 
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Resolution 51-2011 – supporting the construction of the Olivet’s Boys and Girls Club 

recreation center in Pendora Park.  

 
Councilor Acosta moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to adopt Resolution No.51-2011. 

 

Councilor Waltman expressed his belief in the focus of the Olivet’s organization and added 

that the facility will serve the surrounding community well if it is properly located at a 

perimeter location away from the residential properties.  However, he expressed the belief 

that City should not lose control over the park and that the park should remain open for 

public access.   

 

Councilor Reed agreed and expressed her belief in the twelve (12) month programming 

provided by the Olivet’s organization 

 

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that due diligence by the Olivet’s resulted in their 

desire to locate the facility in Pendora Park.  She noted their need of the ample space to 

support the facility.  She also expressed the belief that the Olivet’s organization will work with 

the community and the City Recreation Division to properly manage the facility and provide 

access.  She expressed her belief in the good investment the facility will provide for the 

community.   

Councilor Sterner expressed his agreement with the location of the Olivet’s recreation center 

in Pendora Park as it will provide an excellent recreation resource for the surrounding 

community.   

Council President Spencer stated that he agrees with supporting the project; however he 

noted the need for the City to approve the location of the facility in the Park prior to executing 

any additional documents.   He expressed the belief that the City, by supporting this project, 

is taking a walk of faith as the plans for the facility have not yet been created or released to 

the City.   

Resolution No. 51-2011 was adopted by the following vote: 
 

Yeas:   Acosta, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Marmarou, Reed, Sterner, Waltman, Spencer, 

President – 7 
 

 Nays:  None – 0 

 

COUNCIL COMMENT 
Councilor Marmarou noted the importance of the continuation and celebration of the Greek 

culture and community in the United States.   
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Councilor Reed stated that she is having a town meeting regarding honoring the late Senator 

O’Pake on April 7th at 6pm at Christ Lutheran Church.   

 

Councilor Waltman thanked the Reading Fire Department and also the surrounding 

municipalities for their work to contain the fire at the Argo facility located 2nd and 

Buttonwood Streets.  

 

Councilor Sterner congratulated the Greek community and thanked tonight’s speakers.  He 

reminded all of the upcoming April carnival at Hillside playground.   

 

Council President Spencer announced the Council meeting schedule. 

 

Councilor Acosta moved, seconded by Councilor Marmarou, to adjourn the regular 

meeting of Council. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Linda A. Kelleher CMC, City Clerk 


